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Summary Information
Repository:
Creator:
Title:
ID:
Date [inclusive]:
Physical Description:
Physical Location:
Language of the
Material:
Raymond H. Fogler Library Special Collections Department 
Grenfell, Clarine Coffin
Clarine Coffin Grenfell Papers
SpC MS 1656
1927-2001
3 boxes 
English
Language of the
Material:
English
Abstract: Collection contains personal papers of Clarine Coffin Grenfell.
It includes correspondence, 1927-1997, the early part of which
consists of love letters to and from suitors and from her future
husband, Rev. Jack Grenfell. It also includes a scrapbook and other
memorabilia from her time as a student at the University of Maine;
family photographs, 1928-1990s; teacher's contracts and other work
documents; memorabilia; and information about Grenfell's honorary
degree from the University of Maine.
Preferred Citation
Clarine Coffin Grenfell Papers, SpC MS 1656, [Box No.], [Folder No.], Raymond H. Fogler
Library Special Collections Department, University of Maine, Orono, Maine
^ Return to Table of Contents
Historical Note
Clarine Coffin Grenfell was a poet, teacher, publisher and Methodist minister. She was born Dec. 31,
1910, in Bangor, Maine, the daughter of Millard Fillmore Coffin and Clara B. Kelley Coffin. She was
a member of the class of 1932 at the University of Maine, where she belonged to Phi Mu and was class
poet, and graduated from the Hartford Seminary in 1938. She taught at various high schools in Maine
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and Connecticut and worked for Reader's Digest and the state of Connecticut as a consultant and editor.
After retiring from teaching in 1980, Grenfell founded a small publishing house, the Grenfell Reading
Center, in Orland, Maine. She also served as a supply pastor in Dixmont and Hermon, Maine. Grenfell
established the Clarine Coffin Grenfell Poetry Prize at the University of Maine in 1990 and received
an honorary doctorate in humane letters from the university in 2002. She married Rev. Jack Grenfell in
1939 and they had three children: John Millard Grenfell, Lornagrace Grenfell Stuart and Pamela Grenfell
Smith. Jack Grenfell died July 2, 1980 and Clarine Coffin Grenfell died Sept. 7, 2004.
^ Return to Table of Contents
Scope and Content Note
Collection contains personal papers of Clarine Coffin Grenfell. It includes correspondence, 1927-1997,
the early part of which consists of love letters to and from suitors and from her future husband, Rev. Jack
Grenfell. It also includes a scrapbook and other memorabilia from her time as a student at the University
of Maine; family photographs, 1928-1990s; teacher's contracts and other work documents; memorabilia;
and information about Grenfell's honorary degree from the University of Maine.
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Administrative Information
Publication Statement
Raymond H. Fogler Library Special Collections Department
5729 Raymond H. Fogler Library
University of Maine
Orono, ME 04469-5729
207.581.1686
spc@umit.maine.edu
URL: http://www.library.umaine.edu/speccoll/
Access Restrictions
Kept at Fogler Library's offsite storage facility. One week's notice required for retrieval.
Immediate Source of Acquisition
Donated by Pamela Grenfell Smith, Bloomington, IN, September 2004. Accession: 2004-1005a
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Use Restrictions
Information on literary rights available in the repository.
^ Return to Table of Contents
Controlled Access Headings
• Love-letters -- Maine
• Methodist Church -- Clergy
• Poets, American -- Maine -- Orland
• Women college students -- Maine -- Orono
• Grenfell, Clarine Coffin
• Grenfell, Jack, 1908-1980
• Phi Mu Fraternity
• University of Maine. Class of 1932
• University of Maine -- Alumni and alumnae
• University of Maine -- History
• University of Maine -- Students
Other Finding Aids
Finding aid available in Special Collections Dept. and on the Web.
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Collection Inventory
Contents of Boxes
Title/Description Instances
Box 1Correspondence, 1927-1928
Folder 1
Correspondence, 1929 Box 1
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Folder 2-4
Box 1Correspondence, 1930
Folder 5-8
Box 2Correspondence (Harold Eastman Ellis), 1931
Folder 1-2
Box 2Correspondence (Kenneth Keeney), 1931
Folder 3
Box 2Correspondence (misc.), 1931
Folder 4
Box 2Correspondence, 1932-1935
Folder 5
Box 2Correspondence (mainly Jack Grenfell), 1936
Folder 6
Box 2Correspondence, 1937-1945,1949
Folder 7-10
Box 2Correspondence,
1950,1954,1956,1958-1960,1964-1965,1967-1969
Folder 11
Box 2Correspondence, 1970-1976,1979
Folder 12
Box 2Correspondence, 1980-1983
Folder 13-15
Box 2Correspondence (Kenneth Keeney), 1984
Folder 16
Box 2Correspondence from Naomi Keeney on the death of her husband,
Kenneth, 1984
Folder 17
Box 2Correspondence, 1985-1988,1990
Folder 18
Box 2Correspondence on the occasion of CCG’s 80th birthday and the
establishment of the Clarine Coffin Grenfell Poetry Prize, 1990
Folder 19
Box 2Correspondence, 1991
Folder 20
Correspondence, 1991-1994 Box 3
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Folder 1-3
Box 3Correspondence, (undated)
Folder 4
Box 3Birth certificate and transcripts
Folder 5
Box 3Photographs, 1928-1990s
Folder 6
Box 3Check stubs, 1928-1929
Folder 7
Box 3Teacher’s contract, town of Hermon, 1929
Folder 8
Box 3Leather-bound autograph book, 1931
Folder 9
Box 3Clarine Coffin Grenfell diary, 1931
Folder 10
Box 3Newspaper clippings, 1932-1987
Folder 11
Box 3Bates College Bulletin, 1933
Folder 12
Box 3Teacher’s contract for the city of Bangor, 1933-1934
Folder 13
Box 3Reader’s Digest materials, 1970-1972
Folder 14
Box 3State of Connecticut certification materials, 1970,1975
Folder 15
Box 3Promotional posters for Women My Husband Married, 1983
Folder 16
Box 3Lists of speaking dates (and speaking materials), 1986-1991
Folder 17
Box 3Report card for Trevanna Grenfell (granddaughter), 1991-1992
Folder 18
Elderhostel materials, 1992-1994 Box 3
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Folder 19
Box 3Mu Sigma Chi fraternity, University of Maine
Folder 20
Box 3Sorority pins
Folder 21
Box 3Miscellaneous song lyrics and poems
Folder 22
Box 3Record of the Washburn M.E. Church, from Mar. 3, 1892
Folder 23
Box 3Perfume bottle, “Ombre rose parfum,” by Jean-Charles Brosseau
Folder 24
Box 3Jack Grenfell obituary
Folder 25
Box 3Audiotape, “First love, last love, written and recorded by Clarine
Coffin Grenfell”
Folder 26
Box 3VHS tape, Phi Mu National Convention, Naples, Florida, July 11,
1992
Folder 27
Box 3University of Maine memorabilia
Folder 28
Box 3Honorary doctoral degree, University of Maine – materials,
2001-2002
Folder 29
Box 3Miscellaneous memorabilia, travel and promotional items
Folder 30
University of Maine scrapbook: includes Phi Mu materials,
invitations, party favors, poems, holiday cards, ticket stubs, report
cards, football memorabilia, dance cards and programs, newspaper
clippings, photographs, a diary from 1928, and signatures of
classmates, (1928-1932)
Box 4
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